IN   AMERICA
it was not more powerful than it was refined and intellectual; and while it may be looked upon in every respect as a perfect piece of dramatic art, it was faithful to life, and true to the best instincts of womanly nature." " The Boston Transcript" contented itself with saying that " here one had nothing to criticize, no one trait to praise more than another.   Such a wonderful embodiment of the poet's conception is quickly praised, but never to be forgotten."    In Chicago Ellen Terry was received with unbounded enthusiasm   in   "The   Belle's   Stratagem," " Hamlet,"   " The  Merchant  of Venice," and  " Much Ado About  Nothing/'    As Letitia Hardy, in the first of these plays, Miss Terry, in the opinion of "The Chicago Times," "showed to better advantage than in any other character in which she has appeared, except in some parts of that of Portia.   She catches the gay and rollicking spirit, with the faint dash of sentiment of the   quaint   old    English   comedy,   with singular   accuracy  and   grace.     Nothing 259